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XI. Remarks upon Two Etrufcan Weights^ 
or Coinsy never ) before puUifhed. lit 
a Letter to Mathevy Matt, W- P- 
*?<?<?. J?. a>. ^raz* ike Rev. Job n 3 w iji- 
ton, B.I?. ff.JR,S. CuBm Arehivomm 
of tie Urmxrfity ofoJoxA, Member of 
the Academy > degli Apatifli ^Florence, 
isrtffl? ^ the Jtrufcah Acadefny of Cortona 




Good Sir, 



I. 



Steaa Jeb f ^, £-; pHgjjrft piece to he eonfideredhere ii 

«# weighs exhibiting on one fide the head of pnus, 
COV^redJwi|b a cap; and pn the reverfe a club, attended 
fcy the m arfc of the As^and the legend 1 40 fl *4 3 *& 
3i> Ktr yJCcaa • chai^a^bers . Between the two ^aces t>f 
Janus, the head of a bufolpii or wild ox^ prefents 
itfelf to our view, as does alfo ahfbfjt of concha 
marina, or fea~#iell, fompwhat refembjing one on a 
didrachm of Tarentum, in my fhiall cabinet, and 
feveral other ancieritcdns^ contiguous to the caps 
both of which hgve, not a little, fuiFefed from the 
injuries of -timeV The letters on the reverie are 

more 
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morfe rude and fearbarbus thati thofe of any fiiBikr 
Etrufcah coins hitherto publifliedy which is an inccr**- 
teftable proof df the exeeedi&g high antiquity of this 
piece. The forms of feveral of them are like wife fome* 
%hat different ftbnt thofe df the correspondent efemei^ 
<>n all the oth^r fimilar Etrufcan weights^hitherto corn^ 
mtinicaied to the learned worldu The corichaotnarinai 
and perhaps the bufdto'& tread, is a Angularity that 
will afrnoUnee the? weight ibefbrei me art inedited 
JMh* The piece weighs prefcifely five ounees^ and. 
twelve grains 5 &ndis,ah allrefpe&s, except what re^ 
iate^to the concha and buiblo^s head, tolerably weli 

ferved* 

The firft riches of iniankiiid were their looks and 
their herd^ and particularly thek (x) oxei. Hence 
the firft money in Italyit from pecus; was (2) called 
peeunia* and the mofc aiieient brafsieotos ^had the 
figure of m ox (3);imprefled; upon them. Hence 
^alfo the Greeks, in the dap of Homer (4) , eftimated 
the ^alue oft tbeiripro^^rti^s according 49 th^ numb&r 
of oxen they were equivalent to, as. we? leam ftom 
that celebrated poet, For he^ inifornis us, that 
Glaucus% golden armour * was worth an hundred 
oxen* whereas that o£ Piomedes, for which it was 

(1) Erafm. Frolkh, Notit. Ekmentar. Numtfm. Antlquor.ISc* 
p. 2. Vienna?* Prague; & Tergdftij ^758. 

(kf Plin. Nat, Hift. 1M. xViii. p* 98* I. 6, 7> & Lib. 
Xxxiii, pi Gift. I. 6$f. Ed. Hard; ParMiisi 1723^ Frol* ubtfbp^Wt 
alibi iMatetttraiel Aniiifa degH Abati Olivieri al Sig. Abate 
Barihelemyf&c. p* 2$* 29; In Pefaro, 1757. Efcech. Spanhemi 
JZeU/letPr AntiqUori Diflettr prfon. p. 234 

Londini, 1706. 

($ Iidehi ibidv 

(4) Horn* ii. ■'• ii %2$i 2.36} v>37* Vid, etiam Euftath. in loc. 

M 2 exchanged^ 
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exchanged, did not exceed the value of nine of thofe 
animals. The figure of the ox on the moft ancient 
money feeros to have been foon converted in Etruria 
into the fyrobol of the head of that beaft conne<fted 
with the head of Janus, who is (5) faid to have firft 
introduced the ufe of money into Italy. The head 
©fthebufolo, or wild ox^ may, as I conceive, have 
appeared on fqme of the moft. ancient fcoins of Tuf- 
eany, and particularly the piece I am at prefent con- 
fidering, becaufe the bufolo was former^ and is ftill* 
a native of that country. When I refided there, 
above thirty years fince, the woods between Leghorn 
and m abounded with them. They were then 
like wife faid to have been very numerous in other 
parts of Tufcany> and La Romagna ; and feveral of 
them, at different times, both tamed and wild, I 
myfelf have there feen The reafon here mentioned 
feems to extend to other remains of antiquity of the 
Etrufcans befides their coins, on which the head of 
the bufolo appears, as the (6) authors here referred 
to have rendered fufficiently clear. 

From what has been obferved, as well as from the 
thicknefs, high relief, and extreme rudenefs of the 
workmanfhip, or rather in conjunction with thefe, we 
may conclude, that our As is either coeval with fome 

(5) Cytherius Poet, apud Athen. Deipnofoph* Lib, xv. 

(6) Anton. Francifc. Gor. Muf. Etrufc. Tab. CXXIIL 
Hamilton's Cot/eff. ef Etrufc. Greeks and Rom. Antiqu* Vol. II. 
pi.- 63. I have a fine Etrufcan Vas Potorium, (See Tab. III. 11.3%) 
ending in a bufolo's head ; which, as I apprehend, formerly be- 
longed to Cardinal GuaUieri : as alfo another, terminating in 
{See Tab* III. n. 4.) the head of a gray-hound, fimilar to one 
publifhed by Mr. Hamilton, which had likewife a place affigned 
it in the Cardinal's collection of Etrufcan antiquities. I bought 
both of them of Sig> Barazzi, at Rome, in 1733. Hamilton's 
CtUeft.sf Etrufc*Gntki and Rem. AntiqutU Vol. U pU 49* 

of 
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of the earlieft pieces, or weights, ever ufed in Italy, 
or but little ppfterior to them. Father Gori (7) feems 
to be of the fame fentiments with me, in this parti- 
cular; and neither Sig, (8) Olivieri, nor any other 
writer, has invalidated, or difproved, what has been 
advanced on this head, by that celebrated author. 

That the weight here confidered is to be affigned to 
a maritime town, the concha marina, or fea-jfhell, irre- 
fragably proves. I fhould therefore, with the very team- 
ed Sig. Olivieri, rather attribute it to Volterra, than to 
Velitr«-(9), at prefent called Velletri, as Father Gori 
(10) feems to have dono. For Velitrae was a town of 
Latium, and much lefs eonfiderable than the city of 
Volterra j which (11) was the moft ancient city of Etru- 
ria, the feat of a lucumo, and one of the moft eonfider- 
able places in Tufcany. It was alfo a maritime city (12), 

(7) Anton. Francifc. Got. Muf. Etrufc. Vol. II. p. 419. 
etalib. Florentiae, 1737. 

(8) Sig« Oliver. Una Letera % &c. In Pefaro, 1757. 

(9) Annib. degli Abaii Olivieri, in Efame delta Contr&veffta 
letteraria, fopm 11 Mufea Etrufco, ftampato negli Opufcoli fcientifiri, 
Tom. XXI, et ubi fup. p. 43. The old Etrufcan word 
VELATRI, FELATRI, or FhLATERI* feems to have been 
tolerably well preferved in the name of Monte Veltrajo, or 
Feltraio, a mountain in the territory of Volterra, and about two 
miles from that city. This, as I apprehend, may be confidered 
as an additional argument in fupport of Sig. Olivieri's and 
Monfignore Mario Guarnacci*s opinion. Notixie Ifiorich. della 
titta di Volterray oper. del Sig. Lorenz. Aul. Cecin. da I Gavah 
Flamim Dal Borgo, p. 44, 49* In Pifa, 1 758. Monfig. Mar, 
Guarnacci, in Origin* Italicho, In Lucca, 1767* 

(10) Anton. Francifc. Gor. Muf Etrufc. Vol. II. p. 427, 

(11) Chrift p'l. Cellar. Geogr* Jnt./L\b. If. c. ix. feci:. 2, 
p. 573, 574. Lipfiae, 1731. Vid. etiam Tho. Dempft. DeEtrur* 
Regal, et Anton. Francifc, Gor» Muf Etrufc. paff. 

(iz) Strab» LiK V„ p, 223. Lutetiae Pariiiorum, 162c* 

as. 
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fs! ym uJearmfrom Strab^y btkg ; featfed not; Jargon* 
tbe>^ad4 Volaterranat, iiear the pl^cej^ere theriyer 
Gaseipa threw itfel£ In to th^^y^^mm^i I wauldt 
th erefbre read/ the legeM, Qn the; revile of this coin* 
FEkAMERI, EEkATERl -^ KEfcATEMlIj 
the fifth i letter beiiig (13) iamettoeg endued with $W, 
powers! fFMa^md Sometimes with=that#f ^^i ^nd 
a jduplicalion ofc confonants* in writings haying beseii: 
unfendwn to r the moft $ ncieitti J&tm fcans * 7 That the^ 
vowelE* hetweemthe fifth and foth elements of th§ 
Tufcan legend^ qirthfe rfeveiife heceon^ fhould beifilp? 
prefied,or omitted^Ml net be any mmeir,pl lurpri^e to| 
tbofe wh6 are apptized;,; that fuch c^jippffifliop rL p^p^ 
mifJibn, fo confbnant it® ihe genius of itheHeb^ew an4 
Phoenician orthography, irom which that ) of tk$ *W$ 
(14) ancient Etr^fcans i could not have greatly differ- 
ed, in old Tufcan words, does not feldom (15) 
occur. Of this MENLE, HERCLE, MELAGRE, 
PHVLNICE, MENREA, whidi were read ME* 
NELE, or MEN££AB, HERCVtE, MEfcE- 

FA (1 6), ire convincing proofs y J to omit many 

other fihiilari^ 

be produced. Butrthis ia io iettled a fidnt, that; it 



(13) Antoru Frandifo Gor* Mufi Mirufc* Yqlv.U* V* 4°8* 



(14) Swinti De IMgumJLtruk. J^gd^ernac.I>^rtm^O%m^ 

(15) PhiL Bonarqt, Tbo* Dempfti et Antony Fr^dfc, C^r* 
uH fMp. paffl Vad. etiam jQan;jBapt^Pafler*Piftureni; ffeiUmfm. 
Etrufcdr. in Symbol. tAtUrat%, fcsfc Vol. Hi p* 35—73* Fior^mtjae, 
1748, &, Qa,ria Antortioli in v&ftV. <?*#*, cMirufc* ;fpiegaU\ ££ 
illuflrat. &c. p. jq-^j$. In Pi fa, 1757. 

(x6) Iidem ibid.i 

A Will 
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will not be contefted in any part of the learned 
world* 



II; 



The fecond piece, or weight, of which I propofe to 
give an account in this p3 per, is a flips uncial is, (See 
Tab* III. n. 5,) as appears both from the weight and 
fee of it, of the earlieft date. I received it, as & prefent, 
from my worthy friend Janies Gilpin, Efq;; late re- 
corder of the city of Oxford, with feveral other ancient 
brafs coins* Oft one fide it has preferred the head, or 
rather a full face, of the *fun y the worlcman&ip 
of which is more rude and barbarous than that of any 
other fimiiar piece that ever fell under my view, and 
done peie&ly in the moft ancient Etrufcari tafte. 
The reverfe had originally on it the prow of a fhip, 
which has been fo totally effaced by the injuries of 
time, that only a very few exceeding faint traces of 
it are now to be feen. The relief on the face -fide 
is very high, as was undoubtedly at firft that on the 
other j but the reverfe being in a manner quite 
fmoothed, nothing there remains but the vefiiges bf 
the prow of a fhip, that are barely vifible. How- 
ever, juft over the prow, we may diicbver clearly 
enough the legend /YMy*^, in Etrufcan charac- 
ters, though but very indillerently preferved. That 

* We meet with a full free of the fun pretty inuph refembKng 
this on a denarius of the Plaudan family, b*ut done in a much 
more elegant tafte; which demonftrates it to be vaftly infedo^ 
in point of antiquity^ to tie piece I am now offering my 
thoughts upon. Sig. Havercirnp, Thejaur, Merel, Toiiu Ik 
!?• 329* Amftelaed^mj, J734» 

weed 
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word is apparently equivalent to ROMA, and con- 
fequently the piece itfelf muft be deemed an uncia, 
or flips uncialis, of Rome, though the globule, or 
uncial mark, has not efcaped the ravages of time. 

That the piece in queftion is an uncia of Rome, 
appears not only from the legend on the reverfe, as 
juA obferved, but like wife from another uncia of 
Rome, with the full face of the fun upon it, as 
here, though done in the more modern Roman 
t aft e, now in my fmall colle&ion. That uncia is 
likewife, I doubt not, in feveral (17) other collecti- 
ons; being, as I apprdiend, a pretty common coin. 
The fame conclufion is likewife deducible from 
another Roman uncia, with the word ROMA, juft 
above (See Tab. III. n. 6.) the prow of the flbip, 6a 
the reverfe, in the very fame lituation as the Etruf- 
can legend on the weight before me, in my little 
cabinet. We may therefore fafely enough pronounce 
the coin here described a flips uncialis of Rome, of 
a very remote antiquity, with the Etrufcan name of 
that capital of the world on the reverfe. 

The Etrufcan letters were, undoubtedly, the firft 
alphabetic characters of Italy. Nay, they prevailed 
at Rome, and in every part of Italy, till after the 
Tegifuge. This I have fully proved in a Latin ( 1 8) 

(17) Scipionis Maffeii Origin. Eirufc..& Latin, p. 61. Tab. 
II. Ord. II. n. ii. LipfiaE?,,i73i. Annib. degli Abati Oiivieri in 
Indite Delle Antichijf. Monet e di Bronzo Romane i*f Italick. ubi 
Tup. P«53' l n Pefaro, 1757. See Haverc. in Rom. Tab. III. n. 4. 

(18) DePrifiis Romanorum Litem Dijfertat. Oxon. 1746. 
Many curious particulars are deducible from the point here in- 

Jfifted* upon. To omit others that occur, from hence it plainly 
follows, that thofe infcriptions on the Eugubian tables confifting 
©LLiarin , letters, or the more modern characters of Italy, are 

differtation, 
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differtation, printed at Oxford, in 1746. The piece 
at prefent engaging my attention is an additional, or 
rather an apodiSical, proof of the truth of what was 
there advanced. It demonftrates the Etrufcan letters 
to have heen ufed at Rome, in very early times ; and 
confequently evinces, in the ftrongcft manner, the 
principal point infifted upon in that diflertatton. 

The time when the medal I have been confider- 
ing firft appeared, for want of proper chronological 
chara&ers, and fufficient light from hiftory, cannot* 
with any precision, be afcertained. But, from a per- 
ufalof the fmall performance (19) above-mentioned, 
and what has been offered here, we fhall, I believe, 
be induced to conclude, that it is at leaft coeval with 
the regifuge, which happened in the year of Rome 
245 ; or rather, as I fhould apprehend, that it may be 
a confiderable number of years anterior to that event. 

The two brafs coins above defcribed being exr 
tremely curious, efpecialiy the fecond of them, an 
Etrufcan coin pf Rome having never been heard of 
before 1 and many carious points being deducible 

more recent than the regifuge, Nay, in the differtation here 
referred to, they have been demonftrated inferior, in point of an- 
tiquity, to the Duilian infcription ; and confequently Father 
Gori muft be egregioufly miftaken, when he makes all the in- 
fcriptions on thofe tables fome generations older than the Trojan 
war. See the Univerfal Hiftory, Vol. XVI. p. 48. Lond. 1748. 

It may not be improper to remark here, that the Etrufcans 
had not the letter O in their alphabet, but constantly made ufe 
of V for that element. Hence it came to pafs, that the Etrufcan 
name of Rome was not Roma, but Ruma, as it appears on my 
very ancient coin. Phihfoph. Tranfatf* Vol. LV1II. p. 256. 

(19) De Prifc. Romanor. Lit* Difertat. p. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 
Oxon. 1746. 

Vol. LXf f N from 
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from that coin, which I have not time at prefent even 
to touch upon j I was willing to flatter myfelf, that 
the fhort account of them, in this paper, would not 
be unacceptable to the Royal Society. I have there^ 
fore taken the liberty to tranfrtiit it to you, in order 
to its being laid before that very learned and moft 
illuftrious body $ and am, with great truth, 

Good Sir, 

Your much obliged, 
and moft obedient, humble fervant* 



Chrift- Church, Oxon* * * & • a. 

Sept. »9, 1770, John bwinton. 



XIL -Ihtirpr^ 



